    STONE PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting followed by an Ordinary Meeting of Stone Parish Council held on 
Tuesday 5th May 2026, 7pm, at Stone Parish Rooms.


PRESENT
Cllr D Killingworth (Chair)
Cllr A Wakeman (Vice Chair)
Cllr P Hill
Cllr D Hine
Cllr J Aston
Also Present:
Cllr Ian Hardiman – District Councillor
Rachel Jefferies – Locum Clerk

1. Election of Chair
Cllr A Wakeman proposed Cllr D Killingworth as Chair.
Seconded by Cllr P Hill.
Unanimously agreed. 

1a. Election of Vice Chair
Cllr D Killingworth proposed Cllr A Wakeman as Vice Chair.
Seconded by Cllr P Hill.
Unanimously agreed. 

2. Apologies for Absence
None.

3. Chairman’s Opening Remarks
The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and explained that the meeting had been brought forward due to the Parish Council having not met since November.
The Chair thanked Councillors for attending and gave particular thanks to Cllr A Wakeman for his assistance over the previous week, including helping with the website and supporting ongoing Parish Council matters to help move things forward.

4. Co-option of Vacancy of Office for Parish Councillor & Declaration of Acceptance of Office
Councillors were informed that the co-option applicant was unable to attend the meeting.

Resolved: That the matter be deferred until the next meeting.

5. Confirmation and Signing of Minutes of Previous Parish Council Meetings
Councillors noted that no minutes had been received from the previous meeting and that the November meeting minutes had also not been circulated. Therefore, the minutes could not be approved or signed.

6. Declarations of Interest / Register of Interests
None declared.

7. Planning Matters
a) Planning Decisions Notified by Wyre Forest District Council
None.
b) Applications to be Considered by the Parish Council / Correspondence & Progress Reports
None.

8. County, District & Parish Councillors Reports
8a) Cllr Ian Hardiman reported the following:
It has again been a busy 12 months for the three of us in the Wyre Forest Rural Ward of which Stone is one of six parish councils that we have in the ward.
At least one of attends each Parish Council meeting, and provides a written report.
We have dealt with the usual routine casework, reporting litter and fly tipping on the main A roads and along the country lanes. 
Planning enforcement issues continue to occupy a lot of our time.
We are delighted to be part of an administration that on 26th February, received Full Council approval of the Budget and Medium Term Financial Strategy for 2026-2029. We approved the council tax levy increase of 2.99%, a modest £7.50 per annum on a Band D property.  We also approved funding to extend contracts of our civil enforcement officers to ensure we continue to tackle parking on double yellow lines etc. We approved the creation of an additional environmental protection officer post (a 4th post), to tackle fly-tipping, littering, dog fouling, enforcing the public spaces protection orders in our parks gardens, play areas, SSSI’s and nature reserves. 
Council also approved the freezing of car park charges in 26-27 to encourage greater footfall in the towns and support businesses.
We also granted the Carpet Museum a one off transitional grant of £50,000 payable over two years to enable them to novate into a wider Kidderminster Heritage Museum.
We are supporting the Growth Hub 26-27 and 27-28 with £70,000 in both years.This is to support small and medium sized businesses.
We also approved funding for litter picking in our riverside towns 1st April- 30th September and to roll out recycling bins in our 3 town centres.
Full report is available on our website. 

8b) Cllr Marcus Hart circulated his report before the meeting.
New Issues:
1. I met with Severn Trent with Dean from WCC highways to discuss these
issues on 25th February and can report as follows:-
The work on Tandy’s Lane has now started as of 26th February and will take approximately 15 weeks. The work on Curslow Lane will start around the 27th April and will take approximately 4 weeks. They say it is an old watermain and the pipes keep bursting so they need to lay a completely new water main. They are need to do Mustow Green and the plan would be to do this under traffic light control as opposed to a full closure. They have now submitted their proposals to WCC for assessment and WCC have assessed the plans and work out when they can grant a permit for the work. They say they will keep me and residents updated and do a further engagement session if needs be. I have the contact details now for the correct relevant people at Severn Trent. WCC will not be permitting any work here until 2027 as the BREP work doesn’t finish until the end of the year.
I have made the point about doing the work when it causes the least disruption and not having traffic lights on when work has been completed or people are not working.
2. Gullies outside Stanklyn Cottage - blocked and water not running into it was reported to me by a local resident. This has been reported and now resolved.
3. I have received a report from a local resident regarding shrubbery and overgrowth at Stone Hill again and will get this inspected. I have also had this inspected myself and there are no immediate safety issues.
4. I have had some new bend warning signage installed at Mustow Green from the Kidderminster direction heading towards Chaddesley on the left hand side just over the island.
5. I have received a complaint regarding obstructive parking in Shenstone at the Plough PH and am investigating and will be meeting with our WCC highways officer Dean and a resident on 5th May.
Full report is available on our website. 

9. West Mercia Police Report
It was agreed that the Locum Clerk would contact Kate regarding the circulation of the police report and would provide Cllr D Hine’s details so that he can receive the report going forward.

10. Lengthsman
Councillors were informed that Nicolas Costly would be joining as Lengthsman.
It was noted that banking arrangements would need to be set up.

11. Notice Boards
Cllr D Killingworth updated Councillors regarding the parish notice boards and advised that he and his son had constructed/refurbished new notice boards at Stanklyn Lane and a further location within the parish. Refurbishment works are also planned for the notice board at Shenstone.
Councillors noted that the notice boards at the pub and the Parish Rooms remain in good condition. It was proposed that these be temporarily removed, stained with a light oak varnish and treated with yacht varnish in order to preserve them and maintain their condition.
Proposed by Cllr D Hine.
Seconded by Cllr A Wakeman.

Resolved: That the notice boards at the pub and Parish Rooms be temporarily removed and treated with light oak varnish and yacht varnish for preservation purposes.
It was noted that the notice board towards The Mare and Colt is currently missing. Cllr D Killingworth advised that he had contacted the planning department regarding the possibility of erecting a replacement notice board in the location. Councillors were informed that his son may also be able to assist with constructing a replacement notice board if approved.
Proposed by Cllr D Hine.
Seconded by Cllr A Wakeman.

Resolved: That enquiries continue regarding the erection of a replacement notice board.

12. Email and Website
Councillors were informed that the new website had now been updated by Cllr A Wakeman and that new gov.uk email addresses had now been distributed to all Councillors.

13. CALC
Councillors discussed upcoming CALC training sessions being held via Zoom and Councillors were encouraged to attend. It was noted that sufficient budget provision is available for training.
Discussion also took place regarding future local government changes and neighbouring county associations leaving NALC.

14. Parochial Charity
Cllr D Killingworth updated Councillors following attendance at a recent meeting. Concerns had been raised regarding restrictions within the current deed.
Councillors were informed that the deed had been rewritten and, if accepted, the charity’s benefit area would increase to a five-mile radius to support more children within the wider area.

15 & 16. Banking and Finance
These items were deferred for discussion under confidential business.

17. Urgent Matters at the Discretion of the Chair
The meeting was closed due to confidential matters being discussed without the public present.

18. Date of Next Meeting
Tuesday 14th July 2026 at 7.00pm in the Stone Parish Rooms.
Meeting ended at 8.56pm.




